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Letter from the SCC President,  
Bonnie Forman-Franco

Welcome Syosset CC members to 
the 2025-26 Camera Club Year.

I hope you all had a wonderful 
and rewarding summer and are ready to 
begin anew with your photography friends.

We have a very exciting year ahead between 
our presentations and club field trips.  

With the introduction of  macro/close up 
photography to our competition categories, 
we’re pleased to have presented Emilie Tal-
pin as our guest presenter on October 16. 
She specializes in macro photography and 
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enlightened us as to the best parameters for obtaining winning images. Jessie has a wonderful lineup of  presenters  
for this year.  However, please know this is her last year and we are in need of  someone to step up and take over this 
responsibility. Please feel free to speak to Jessie or myself  with your interest in this position.

Thanks to Laurie, the Club has gone on several photo excursion already this year. We’re looking forward to a 
fabulous trip to Ellis Island on November 8.  Twelve members will be on a private hospital tour with a history on 
the role Nursing Care played with the immigrants at the hospital.  More interesting trips are being planned for 
the coming year and all suggestions from the members will be entertained for a future outing.

Competitions are going well, so much so we had to put a limit on the number of  submissions.  We are carefully 
watching the time parameters of  each competition to determine if  we must put further limits on the number a 
maker can submit.  Stay tuned for more information.

I wish you all a happy and healthy year and look forward to seeing all your images. Please feel free to post them 
on our Syosset Camera Club FB page. And please send Paul images from our excursions for him to upload to our 
website. 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E . . .

Letter from the SCC President
Club Excursion: New York City Ferry on the East River
Club Excursion: Dahlias at Eisenhower Park
Club Excursion: Discovery Cruise Through the Wetlands of Stony Brook
How I Got the Shot: Paul Kelly
November and December SCC Presentations and Events
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It was a crisp, cool, cloud-bedecked day. We all 
grabbed a jacket and headed out to Brooklyn 
for our lower Manhattan ferry ride. Literally 
five minutes into the trip, it happened… the sun 
came out and it turned hot, hotter, hottest. It’s 
an understatement to tell you that we certainly 
enjoyed the breeze created by the moving ferry. 

Ten intrepid SCCers boarded the East River 
ferry, and headed towards Wall Street. We had 
boarded at Hunter’s Point South in Queens. 
Ever see the iconic Dumbo Pepsi sign or 
Domino Sugar factory from the water? It was 
a great trip! The ferry stopped at Williamsburg 
(who knew there was a North and South 
Williamsburg, each with its own ferry stop?), 
Greenpoint, Dumbo, and more. We stayed 
on the ferry all the way to Wall Street, the 
terminus for several routes, and took the return 
ferry back. What great photo opportunities as 
we sailed twice under both the Williamsburg and Brooklyn bridges.

Ever been to Hunter’s Point South? Vernon Ave., once a hub of  manufacturing activity, desolate in the evenings, 
is now a bustling young professional residential community with not only an array of  varied food trucks along 

Walk in Jersey City. Or, or, or… there is a multitude of  options. Laurie’s already checking some out from what I hear.

To those who didn’t join us… we missed you and hope you’ll make the next trip. To those who did, you’re good 
company! We’re all looking forward to a repeat. Thanks to Laurie and Bonnie who handled all the organizational 
details. Nice job! The SCC appreciates all your efforts. Gracias!

SYOSSET CAMERA CLUB EXCURSION

New York City Ferry on the East River— July 2, 2025

Review by Jessie McGuire
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the newly-constructed river-walk park, but 
also some pretty fancy restaurants. We chose 
the Michelin-rated Mexican restaurant Casa 
Enrique. Wow! Our review? The tin roof  décor 
made it a bit hard to converse, but oh, were 
those margaritas good and welcome! Food was 
a winner also.

And then it was home again, on the ferry. It was 
a wonderful way to spend an afternoon. Go for 
it! Not eager to organize the adventure on your  
own? Hang on; we’ll definitely plan another. 
Maybe explore another route? Could be a fun 
trip to ferry under the bridges, change at Wall 
St, and transfer (still on our $1.45 fare) to sail 
past the Statue of  Liberty to the beautiful River ©Jessie McGuire
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S Y O S S E T  C A M E R A  C L U B  E X C U R S I O N

Dahlias at Eisenhower Park – August 13, 2025

Review by Vincent Como

©Vincent Como ©Beth Glorioso
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Our Club members met up at the Dahl-
ia Garden in Eisenhower Park in East 

Meadow mid-morning on Aug. 13th hop-
ing not to be disappointed in the blooms.  
As we arrived at the dahlia beds you could 
see the vibrant display of  color that draws 
photographers. 

Eisenhower Park is home to the Mid Island 
Dahlia Society’s Eastern Trial Garden where 
new cultivars are exhibited and judged. The 
American Dahlia Society has eight Trial 
Gardens throughout the United States, and 
one of  these gardens is in Eisenhower Park. 
The gardens represent the various climates 
and growing conditions of  possible new 
dahlia cultivars.

The soft morning light cast a warm glow on the flowers’ delicate petals and highlighted the intricate textures of  each 
blossom.  The rows of  colors intermingled with the different shapes of  the blooms waving in the breeze allowing 
us photographers to discover the different forms and shades of  each flower.  The morning light brought out the 
vibrancy of  their colors without creating harsh shadows and allowing for detailed close-ups.  Moving through 
the rows allowed for a selection of  macro shots from tightly packed centers and to the curling petals at the edges.  
Occasionally bees pausing on the dahlias added an element of  interest. 

Photographing dahlias is an experience that inspires creativity and gratitude for the simple wonders found in nature. 
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SYOSSET CAMERA CLUB EXCURSION
Discovery Cruise Through the Wetlands 
of Stony Brook on October 6, 2025
Review by Lee Goldstein

High tide, and a full Harvest Moon, as well as the 
end of  migration season  kept some birds away 

from the water on our Discovery Cruise excursion, 
but the SCC members found plenty to photograph, 
and plenty to learn.

Our guide shared info about the importance of  
the  brackish water found in the estuary, where 
freshwater from the Nissequogue River meets the 
saltwater of  the Long Island Sound. The estuary 
is forever changing due to tides and the fresh water 
interchange, and these waters and folliage provide 
an important nursery for wildlife and microbial life. ©Lee Goldstein
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We learned it was through the efforts of  Ward 
Mellville (as in Mellville, Long Island) and envi-
ronmentalists like him, who preserved the waters 
around Stony Brook as a wildlife sanctuary. 

Our guide explained that, because of  the unusually 
high tide due to the full Harvest Moon, the wading 
birds which usually can be seen along the shoreline 
were either up in the trees, or somewhere else 
altogether. These birds need to find a foothold 
below the waterline, on the rocks and sand, to 

unearth their prey, and the unusually high tide prevented that. 
But cormorants are diving birds, and, as the guide explained, 
they are different in other ways. Birders in the Club know 
(and the guide explained) that unlike many other waterfowl, 
cormorants have less preen oil than other birds; this allows 
their feathers to become less buoyant when they dive, and 
helps them swim efficiently underwater, but after diving, a 
cormorant must dry its feathers in the sun to regain its flying 
ability.

Our enthusiastic thank you to Laurie for putting this outing 
together for SCC members!



5

H O W  I  G O T  T H E  S H O T

I t was Jan 10, 2025 and I decided to head to Massapequa Lake to see if  I could capture some images of  the Bald 
Eagles that nest there. With me I had my Nikon Z8 with the 180-600 lens plus the 1.4x teleconverter and my tripod.

The lake was almost entirely frozen. It was a great opportunity to capture the birds on the ice, walking, landing, and 
taking off. I didn’t see either of  the two eagles at that point, however, I did see about 5 Canada Geese walking single 
file across the lake. I lowered my camera so that it was level with the geese. I checked my settings, zoomed in on one 
of  the geese, made sure the autofocus could pick up the eye of  the goose and I fired away. I checked the images to 
make sure that they were in focus. At that point I thought nothing of  the images.

PAUL KELLY

also recently watched a webinar called Visual Power of  Contrast by Lisa Langell (thanks Jessie) which I found to be 
very educational for me. All the editing work I did on the photo was done in Lightroom Classic and I used some of  
the techniques demonstrated by Lisa to draw attention to the goose’s head.

©Paul Kelly

When I got home and loaded 
the images into Lightroom, I 
kept coming back to this one 
image of  the goose with its 
head held sort of  downward 
and its right leg off of  the ice. 
At that point the image was in 
color, and the ice was blue gray 
in color. My intention with 
the image was to create an 
image that has a melancholic/
downcast feel to it. I had 
been watching some you tube 
videos on what makes for a 
good black and white image 
and I thought this image of  
the goose would work. I had 
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N O V E M B E R  A N D  D E C E M B E R  S C C  P R E S E N T A T I O N S  A N D  E V E N T S

November 6 	 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm EST 	 SCC Membership Meeting 	 Zoom
November 8	 Excursion	 Ellis Island private hospital tour
November 13 	 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm EST 	 SCC Competition	 Zoom
November 20 	 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm EST 	 SCC Critique	 Zoom
December 4 	 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm EST 	 SCC Holiday Party	 Club House on Haypath Road  
December 11 	 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm EST 	 SCC Competition	 Zoom 
December 18 	 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm EST 	 SCC Presentation: 	
				    Posing Subjects for Portraits 	 Zoom


