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Members are encouraged to suggest topics for articles and to 

submit articles and opinions to the Viewfinder for publica-

tion.  Copy not otherwise attributed was written by the Edi-

tor.  Please send copy to bg1958@live.com 



PRESIDENTS MESSAGE   
Bonnie Forman-Franco 

Welcome to 2024. In looking back, I remember the anticipation of the 
coming of the millennium in 2000! It’s hard to believe 24 years have 
passed since that grand occasion and grateful to still be here to contin-
ue celebrating life.  

On January 4, over 20 members enjoyed our potluck end-of-the-year 
dinner party. This is the first time we have had a potluck dinner. I think 
it was quite a success. Thanks to Jessie, we had many laughs as we 
played a unique camera game with the winning table capturing a bottle 
of Champagne. Thanks to Sylvia for putting this dinner all together. Her 
hard work and diligence paid off. Thanks to the club members for mak-
ing this a memorable evening.  

I realize we are experiencing winter, but I am looking forward to Spring 
with a variety of club field trips being considered for the warmer weath-
er. Jessie has suggested a visit to Petra Island. I am considering a 
NYC boat trip with an emphasis on architecture. We are also consider-
ing another Ferry ride, but this time out of the Rockaways so that we 
might also have a view of Brooklyn. We are also keeping in close touch 
with our friends from the Fresh Meadows CC and doing joint activities 
with them. I welcome ideas and recommendations from you all. Please, 
if you have any suggestions, let’s hear them! Those of us who partici-
pated in the Ferry tour out of Astoria this past Fall and the tour of the 
Bridges out of Port Washington, not only gathered great images but 
had a wonderful time. If you have any winter outing suggestions, let’s 
hear them too. We all get a little stir-crazy this time of the year, but 
there are things to photograph out there even in this weather.  

This month’s presenter represents the first time our club has had a Eu-
ropean speaker, and at the same time another first, a daytime presen-
tation. Ingo Lindmeier, from Germany, will present on January 18th at 
2:30. Five local clubs will be joining us for this very interesting presen-
tation. Hopefully, most of you will be there to participate and ask ques-
tions. Jessie and I will be anxiously awaiting to hear your thoughts 
about his work. Please reach out and let us know.  

Wishing you and your families a wonderful and healthy year. I look for-
ward to seeing what this current year brings for our club and its mem-
bers.  



 

A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
Barry Goldstein 

It is time to determine if monthly publication of the Viewfinder is 

serving it’s intended purpose.  

As a newsletter, it should contain member contributions.  With 

the exception of program announcement and the President’s 

message, that happens with declining frequency.  As an educa-

tional vehicle, the majority of members have had a negative re-

action to technical articles.   

Feedback from a number of members has been encouraging, but 

the silence is otherwise deafening.  And so gentle reader, I am 

asking for your feedback regarding whether this publication 

should continue.  If the answer is no, this will be the last edition.  

I will count the absence of an answer as a no!   

You will receive a survey in the near future with regard to this.  

please respond. 



 
 

JANUARY 
 18  Ingo Lindmeier (Zoom –starts at 2:30 w/ tape available for  48 hours  
 25 Critique (Zoom) 
FEBRUARY 
 1   Paula Greco – Light Painting (Haypath – fee for participation) - 
 8 Competition (Zoom) 
 15 Meg Faehl –Zoo Photography – (Zoom) 
 22 Critique (Zoom) 
 29 LEAP YEAR! – (Zoom) possible theme night – pics of “leaps” 
MARCH 
 14 Competition (Zoom) 
 21 Hazel Meredith – Using Nik filters) 
 28  Critique (Zoom) 
APRIL 
 11 Competition (Zoom) 
  18 Presentation – (Zoom) Yaron Schmid – How to Improve your  Wildlife Pictures 
 25  Critique (Zoom) 
May 

  9   Competition (Zoom) 
  16 Presentation – TBA (Zoom) 
 23 EOY Competition (Zoom) 
June   

 6    EOY Party (Haypath?) 
 27 Leonard Victor Competition (exact date tba) 

Fujifilm XH1 With vertical grip. like new condition. Complete with original packag-
ing, 3 Fujifilm batteries and charger. Camera was only used a few times.   $850. 
bg1958@live.com. 
 
Automatic Ext. Tube Set for Nikon Set of 3 extension tubes. Has electrical contacts 
to make them fully automatic for autofocus and autoexposure for Nikon cameras. 



Thank you Sylvia and all who contributed to the annual party.  Those 
who attended were effusive in their approval. 
 A great success by all accounts 



The truth about pixels 
camera makers would have you believe that you need 24, 36 or even 40 megapixels 
to make high quality images.  Not so!  You may recall the first digital cameras that 
we used to bring along on our filed trips. They sported a whopping 2 or 3 megapixels 
and we made some great images.   

An 8x10 print of best quality (300 ppi) requires only 6 megapixels.  An 11x14 can be 
made from the same file with acceptable quality at 200 ppi.  But the foregoing is 
without the magic of interpolation by Photoshop and other software.  The truth of the 
matter is that an acceptable 11x14 prints can be made even with a 3 megapixel 
camera with careful composure so that cropping is not required.  Or 

Interpolation 
works by fill-
ing in miss-
ing pixel in-
formation 
with values 
based on the 
surrounding 
pixels. There are a number of algorithms used for interpolation such as Nearest 
Neighbor, Bilinear and Bicubic the explanation of which is beyond the scope of this 

newsletter.   

A downside to interpolation is the production of an undesirable 
artifact known as aliasing in which diagonal lines have jagged 
edges. Anti-aliasing removes these jaggies and gives the ap-
pearance of smoother edges and higher resolution. It works by 
taking into account how much an ideal edge overlaps adjacent 

pixels. The aliased edge simply rounds up or down with no intermediate value, 
whereas the anti-aliased edge 
gives a value proportional to how 
much of the edge was within 
each pixel. 

The bottom line is that resolution 
of a final image is not limited to 
that of your camera sensor. 

If your really serious about reso-
lution, get yourself a roll of 120 Velvia and camera to put it in.  You can achieve a 
resolution equivalent to about 313 MP. No software needed. 

“An acceptable 
11x14 prints can 
be made even 
with a 3 mega-
pixel camera “ 





Greetings from your program committee!  We look forward  to 
seeing you again shortly and hope you’ve enjoyed the  diversity 
of this year’s programs so far.   

We’re not stopping. Mark the following dates on your   calendar 
and check out these upcoming attractions:  

January 18—Yup, this Thursday. We’re importing our speaker      
(via Zoom) from Germany for an incredible insight into         the 
power of image compositing. Ingo LIndmeier creates amazing         
images using stock photos and processing them in Photoshop.   
 He’s got personality plus. We think you’ll totally enjoy this 
presentation.  

Because of the 6-hour time change between Germany and New York, we'll be live at 2:30 in the 
afternoon. Can’t make it? We’ll tape the session and keep it available for 48 hours. We’ll send 
you a link once Bonnie has it created. (Update:  We hope to record it. For some reason the re-
cording function isn’t working on Bonnie’s computer. We’ve been trying for a couple of days 
now to make it work.  If you can join us at at 2:30, that’s your best bet. Still working on it.) 
 
February 1—Paula Greco is gracing us with another light painting workshop. We’ll be in Hay-
path, the usual time at 7:30, and have three stations set up for us. The results from her work-
shops are elegant and we always have a good time.  Cost will be $15 each to participate. To re-
serve a spot, send $15 to Joe Nightingale  in advance. Just to make sure we have enough room 
for everyone interested (53 Massapequa Ave., Massapequa, NY 11758). Thanks. 

February 15—Meg Faehl will be presenting on Zoo Photography. She’s new to all of us, but we 
think she’ll be great. We read an article she had written and decided we needed to know more. 
She said “yes”! This presentation will be a pre-registration event, since all five clubs are invited 
and seem excited about it. Once the weather turns warm, we’ll organize a follow-up field trip to 
the Bronx Zoo. 

And there’s more—we have a speaker explaining the Nik plug-in and its many uses; a veterinari-
an who leads African safaris and will show us how knowledge of animal behavior can help us get 
better pictures. And we just found a gentleman with a presentation for next September on AI 
which expands upon what we learned from Jim Zuckerman last fall. We’re looking at a post-
processor who’s talented and gives dynamic presentations, and, and, and… 

We hope you enjoy the line up and look forward to seeing you in upcoming meetings. Cheers! 

 

Upcoming Programs 





  AVG 
SUM OF 
SCORES 

IMAGES    AVG 
SUM OF 
SCORES 

IMAGES 

BLACK AND WHITE A     COLOR SALON 
   

       Agdern 7.8 116.3        15     

 Garafola 8.4 126.0       15      
 Forman-Franco 8.4 126.0        15     

 Dubitsky 8.4 117.0       14      
 Gallagher 8.2 123.5        15     

 Nightingale 7.8 93.0       12      
 Goldstein, B 8.0 112.5        14     

BLACK AND WHITE SALON 
   

 DeBiase 8.1 97.0        12     

 Agdern 8.2 115.0       14      
 Newman 7.8 93.5        12     

 Forman-Franco 8.2 106.5       13      
CREATIVE 

   

 Gallagher 7.8 102.0       13      
 Gallagher 8.6 120.0        14     

 Goldstein, B 8.2 98.5       12       Garafola 8.2 106.0        13     

 Scheinerman 8.2 98.5       12           

COLOR A 
         

 Dubitsky 8.1 120.8       15           

 Garafola 7.9 118.5       15           

 Kaplan 8.9 133.0       15           

 Nightingale 7.9 119.0       15           

 Volin 7.0 105.0       15           

 Woulfin 8.2 122.5       15           

• The following table lists members with 12 or more entries in a category. 

• After the February competition, it will be possible to have 18 entries which starts the race for first, Second 
and Third Place.   

• “Place” is determined by the sum of the highest 18 scores.  When you have 18 scores in a category, each 
new score replaces any previous score that is lower. 

• The first place winner in Group B advances to Group A. 

• The first place winner in Group A with a best 18 score of 155 or more advances to salon. 

• The first place winner in Salon, gets bupkis 

 

 

 

 

 


